
Please feel free to sit at any table today. However, do not get 
too comfortable. We’ll be moving around into different groups 
and at some point break out into classrooms. All you need is a 
writing utensil. Please do not have anything else out on your 
tables. Thank you for your cooperation!  

 
 

Welcome! Good to see you! 



Using Historical Fiction to 
Foster Historical Empathy 
& Historical Thinking 
 

BV MS SS Early Release 
2.25.14 



Respect for our professional learning time 
• This looks like: being on time, listening, discussing, note 

taking, participating in activities throughout the 
established duration of the session  

• This does not look like: being tardy, grading, planning, 
emailing, texting or checking social media, talking to our 
neighbors, or leaving early 

 

Norms for Today: 



• Evaluate the use of historical fiction to foster college and career ready social 
studies & literacy skills 

• Analyze how components from facing history and ourselves – intellectual rigor 
(thought), ethical reflection ( judgment), and emotional engagement (action) 
serve as a powerful combination for understanding history and developing 
historical empathy 

• Apply an LDC narrative teaching task & rubric to a future writing assignment 
 

CONTENT:  

Learning Targets:  

LITERACY:  
 • Read fiction and nonfiction excerpts describing a historical event 

• Write  an LDC narrative teaching task 
• Speak and listen while participating in structured cooperative learning strategies 



“Far too often, social studies is seen as boring and is typically rated as the least 
favorite subject of K-12 students (Allen, 1994; Black & Blake, 2001; Jensen, 
2001; Zhao & Hoge, 2005). However, many of the top-grossing films released 
each year and countless popular television shows contain historical plots and 
social studies elements. In addition, many best-selling video games have themes 
based on significant social and historical events. Given the popularity of social 
studies outside the classroom, why is it so unpopular in the classroom?” (Waring 
& Robinson, 2010, p. 22) 
 
• Claim – Social studies dominate popular culture. 

QUESTION… 



Make a list of the last 10 movies you saw. Rank them based on historical context 
(1 being no historical context, 5 being based on a true story or depiction of 
history).  

 
Example 
1. Captain Philips – 5 
2. Dallas Buyers Club – 5 
3. August, Osage County – 2 
4. American Hustle – 4 

 

Quick informal data collection… 

Claim - Social studies 
dominate popular culture.  

Would you support this claim, if so, how? If not, 
what would you offer as a counterclaim and 
how would you support it?  



“History teachers must encourage students to think historically 
(Wineburg, 2001), which involves interpreting and analyzing artifacts 
and primary sources and constructing and critiquing narratives about 
the past. Moreover, students should have multiple opportunities to 
engage in authentic social studies learning and critical thinking” 
(Waring & Robinson, 2010, p. 22). 

 
 
 

Historical Thinking 
Praise for Historical Fiction 



“Human beings seek to understand their historical roots and to locate 
themselves in time. Knowing how to read and reconstruct the past 
allows one to develop a historical perspective and to answer such 
questions as: Who am I, What happened in the past, How am I 
connected to those in the past? How has the world changed and how 
might it change in the future” (NCSS definition, Time, Continuity, & 
Change, 2004).  

 
“Historical empathy is a powerful tool for understanding history” 
(Foster, as cited in Hinton, Suh, Lourdes, et. Al, 2014, p. 23).  

 
 
 

Historical Thinking  Historical Empathy 
Praise for Historical Fiction 



 
“A historical (fiction writer)…seizes the past and forms a story out of it (Thom, 
2010, p. 6). 
 
“According to Zarillo (2008), social studies education is the study of people. In 
the process of learning about people, students acquire knowledge and become 
active citizens. During historical periods of massive change some persons stand 
out who rise to the occasion by adapting or racing hardships with courage and 
fortitude. When students study and write about them, these persons become 
their role models for citizenship” (Webb, 2011, p. 25).  

 

Historical Thinking  Historical Empathy  Citizenship 
Praise for Historical Fiction 



Facing History & Ourselves… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My  
Civic 

Participation 

Intellectual Rigor 

Emotional Engagement Ethical Reflection 



Who is this?  



Who is this?  



1. Pick up a number card 
2. Your number correlates to a reading 

excerpt & graphic organizer (organizers 
are from ReadWriteThink) 

3. Read your excerpt & fill out the graphic 
organizer 

4. Discuss your reading & how you 
completed your organizer with your 
tablemates, go in order of numbers  
(start with 1, then 2, etc. ) 

 
 
 

Historical Fiction –> Historical Empathy –> 
Historical Thinking 

Let’s learn more about the tragedy that struck this family… 

Number Assignments: 
1 = Setting 

2 = Character 
3 = Conflict 

4 = Resolution 



• Task 27: [Insert optional question] After reading (literature or informational 
texts) on (content), write a (narrative or substitute) from the perspective of 
(content). 

  
• After reading excerpts from The Aviator’s Wife, archived articles from the NY 

Times, and excerpts from the FBI’s online archives, write a diary entry dated 
February 14th, 1935 from the perspective of either Anne Morrow Lindbergh or 
Charles Lindbergh.  
 

How do changes in transportation, industrialization, and communication 
technologies affect the diffusion of ideas, beliefs, and cultural practices 

(Compelling Question, 7th Grade Scope & Sequence, BV)? 

LDC Narrative Task 



Break into course/subject a-likes 
Develop an LDC narrative task for a unit/lesson plan 
 
Things to consider… 
1. What literary texts will you provide your students to support them in 

completing the task?  
2. What informational texts will you provide your students to support them in 

completing the task?  
3. What technology/media could you provide to support or enhance your 

students ability to complete the task?  
4. Review the narrative rubric, how is it different from the 

information/argumentation rubric presented earlier this year during PLC 
visits? What skills will you have to teach your students for support?  

Application time… 



Room Grade Level Schools 

801 6th  PSMS, LMS, HMS 

803 6th  ABMS, OMS, PRMS 

804 6th  LKMS, BVMS, OTMS 

805 7th  LKMS, PRMS, HMS 

806 7th PSMS, OTMS, LMS 

807 7th  ABMS, BVMS, OMS  

808 8th LKMS, PSMS, OMS 

809 8th OTMS, PRMS, HMS 

810 8th ABMS, LMS, BVMS 

Where am I going?  



“Reading shapes and changes thinking. In teaching history, we take Eleanor 
Roosevelt’s words as our mantra: Every effort must be made in childhood to teach 
the young to use their own minds. For one thing is sure, if they don’t make up their 
own minds, someone will do it for them.   
 
Enthusiasm for history comes when students understand the power and potential 
of their own reading and thinking…students can link the past to the present by 
learning to think for themselves and connect history to their own lives. What  
better way to prepare them to be engaged, thoughtful citizens?” (Goudvis & 
Harvey, 2012, p. 57)” 
 

Concluding thoughts… 
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